
Junior Cycle 
Information for 

Parents



How you learn has been developed and 
shaped to support you as you prepare to take 
your place in this world.









Students in St. Louis will be 
examined in 10 subjects. 

Core subjects Optional subjects

English Science

Gaeilge Business Studies

Maths Visual Art

History Modern Foreign Languages 

Religion Music

Home Economics

Geography

Engineering

Wood Technology

Graphics

Applied Technology



These assessments can include:

• Reports
• Vlogs
• Posters
• Oral Presentations
• Video
• Investigations
• Experiments
• Languages
• Surveys
• Graphs

Classroom Based Assessments (CBAs)
Two CBAs:
One in second year
One in third year



State Examination 
Descriptors

Distinction

Higher Merit

Merit

Achieved

Partially Achieved

Not Graded

CBA Descriptors

Exceptional

Above 
Expectations

In Line With 
Expectations

Yet To Meet 
Expectations

The Language of Formative Assessment



Descriptor What Does This Mean? How Can I Use This Information?

Exceptional This means that the student has a clear 
understanding of the assessment. The student was 
able to follow the success criteria and demonstrate 
skills in a unique and well-developed way.

The student can use this experience to support their 
learning in other areas and into senior cycle.

This might highlight what the student is passionate 
about.

Above Expectations This means that the student had a good 
understanding of the assessment and the success 
criteria. The student was able to demonstrate key 
skills and key concepts.

The student can use this experience to support their 
learning in other areas and into senior cycle.

The student could ask themself: would you approach 
other CBAs in the same way or take a different 
approach now that you have seen how your peers 
got on?

In Line With Expectations This means that the student is right where a student 
of their age should be and that their knowledge and 
skills match this stage of their learning.

The student could use this experience and compare 
it with the experiences of their peers to explore 
different ways of approaching this concept/task.

Yet To Meet Expectations This means that, at this moment in the student’s 
learning journey, there are still some steps to take 
with these particular set of skills or concepts. 

The student will have done some things well and the 
student can always compare their work against the 
success criteria.

The teacher will support students in identifying 
these steps and provide suggestions to help the 
student overcome any challenges or gaps in their 
learning.

Constructive feedback is important for all learners.
Identify one area that you will improve in next time.



Other Areas of Learning

Junior Cycle State 
Examination Descriptors

Wellbeing

CBA Descriptors

Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement
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